OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
SPECIAL MEETING
CITY OF HERREID, SOUTH DAKOTA
JUNE 19, 2015

The Herreid City Council met in special session Friday, June 19, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m., as advertised, to discuss the Andrew & Sheila Van Kuren’s proposed home at 308 Tower St. NW.

Mayor David Kary called the meeting to order with the following present: Adrienne Dupper, James Haak and Gary Weismantel. Absent: Troy Fuehrer and Patti Vander Vliet. Also present were Dale Weisbeck, maintenance; Tina Kary, Finance Officer; City Attorney Mark Kroontje; Andrew Van Kuren, Kim Rossow & Tim Pudwill.

Due to Fuehrer being called away for work, a quorum was not present, but the mayor advised the Van Kuren’s plan to start digging Monday and discussion should continue as to not delay them any longer. “We encourage development, and welcome the Van Kuren’s to Herreid,” but he noted some things have been brought to the council’s attention that need to be addressed. 

Their original building permit was approved by the previous council back in March, but neither that council, nor the Van Kuren’s, were aware of any issues in hooking up to the City’s sewer system. Van Kuren said it was always their intention to hookup up to the City system, but after meeting with his contractors and Weisbeck, he learned that due to the depth of the City’s sewer line, and the distance to the home, regular gravity flow was not even an option. The Van Kuren’s were then advised that the actual location of the house was out of City limits, so a septic system was a logical option, but they still wanted a City water hookup (as is the case with several customers) Council approved at June 1st meeting. The next week it was reported to T. Kary that the house was actually in City limits. She inquired with County Treasurer Renee Rieker, who consulted with other county offices, and they concluded the property was actually in City limits.

City attorney Mark Kroontje was then contacted as to how to proceed, and on June 15th he advised that while ordinance states that a resident must be on the City sewer system, there was a little known (never before used) stipulation that allowed the property owner to file a permit, requesting the allowance of a septic system. Due to the council not meeting again until July 6, and the Van Kuren’s intent to originally start digging June 16th (delayed by rain), Kroontje advised that the mayor should do a straw poll vote of the council, and if a majority was in agreement to later approve the permit, Van Kuren’s should be allowed to proceed. The mayor reported the first 4 council members he polled were in agreement, per attorney’s advice, T. Kary proceeded with the permit application, which Andrew Van Kuren signed on June 16th. 

Concerns were later raised about drain field location, what if other new builders opted not to go on City sewer, what if existing customers want off the system to avoid sewer fees, etc. T. Kary’s research found that septic systems are not uncommon, but the rules and regulations are set in a way that gives the City complete authority to make those decisions. Cities can force residents to hookup to City sewer, can allow a septic system, and deny any requests for current customers to get off the system. She noted that in some cases, Cities will not take on a new customer(s) if it’s cost prohibitive or problematic for the City to add them to the system. It can be looked at on a case by case basis, and councils decide what’s best for their City at the time.  
Dupper, who works in both the county treasurer and assessor’s offices, brought in a map of the area and reported that she just learned there’s still some confusion on whether or not the lot is in City limits. There is no record of this particular lot being annexed into the City, but one opinion of the title company is that it just wasn’t recorded, or the records were lost, while another opinion is that without the records, it’s technically not in City limits. Kroontje advised he believes the former to be true, and the property is actually in the City limits. 

Don Fischer, plumbing contractor on the project, reported to T. Kary that he has a certified septic installer on the project as required (which Kary verified) He advised that he has explored all options and the septic system is really the only way to go. He noted a suggestion was made to insulate the sewer lines, which could be as little as 2 feet underground by the time reaching the house, but he is not confident that would work, and won’t risk the Van Kuren’s sewer line freezing up. Fischer advised that he has always had a good working relationship with the City and does not want to jeopardize that. If the council is opposed to a septic system, he said he is willing to walk away from the project rather than “cause any trouble” for the City. He stressed that any concerns about smells from a septic system should not even be an issue, as everything is underground and on the Van Kuren’s property. Various questions were asked of Weisbeck on the City’s sewer lines, and Pudwill from a plumbing stand point, and they concluded that a septic system appeared to be the best option in this case.

[bookmark: _GoBack]While a vote could not be taken, Dupper reported that Vander Vliet had advised her that she was in agreement with the allowance of a septic system, and Fuehrer had previously advised D. Kary he agreed with a septic system if the City sewer system was not an option. Per attorney’s advice, the Van Kuren’s should be allowed to proceed with construction on Monday, and a formal motion be made at the next council meeting. As this was the first time the City has dealt with such an issue, the mayor noted it was a learning process for everyone. He thanked the Van Kuren’s for their patience and everyone else for their input.

The discussion ended at 6:28 p.m.
 							___________________________________
David Kary, Mayor

ATTEST: _________________________________
     Tina Kary, Finance Officer


