OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
CITY OF HERREID, SOUTH DAKOTA
JUNE 1, 2015

The Herreid City Council met in regular session Monday, June 1, 2015 at City Hall at 7:30 p.m.

Mayor David Kary called the meeting to order with the following present: Adrienne Dupper, Troy Fuehrer, James Haak and Gary Weismantel. Absent: Clayton Randall & Mark Vojta. Also present were Dale Weisbeck, maintenance; Tina Kary, Finance Officer; City Attorney Mark Kroontje; Orland Geigle, Prairie Pioneer; Harlan Klein and Patti Vander Vliet.

Approved the agenda. Moved by Weismantel, second by Dupper. All ayes, two absent. Motion carried.

Approved May 4th minutes. Moved by Fuehrer, second by Dupper. All ayes, two absent. Motion carried.

Weisbeck had nothing to report.

Learned from T. Kary that Andrew & Sheila Van Kuren advised her today that the house they plan to build on Tower St. will actually be on the very west end of the lot, and outside city limits, with the east portion of the lot (front yard) in city limits. There is already water to the lot, and they still plan to hook up to City water, but will be putting in a septic system due to the difficulty in hooking up to the City sewer system. Council was in agreement with their plans.

Heard from T. Kary that a resident has concerns about water setting in the boulevard on Ash St. that is reportedly not running north toward the drain. Weisbeck said it’s draining as it should, but the neighbor is just pumping a lot of water out from their sump pump. He said there really is nothing that can be done because the water is running & putting in a pipe will not help.

Approved May bills. Moved by Dupper, second by Haak. All ayes, two absent. Motion carried.

Met with Kroontje, who advised that public notice has been issued regarding a resident’s unlicensed vehicles, and 10 days after publication, removal efforts can begin. Council advised him to continue with the process. 

Kroontje reported on recent code enforcement meetings he attended and various ways to get nuisance buildings condemned and removed. He suggested adopting the 2012 Building, Maintenance, Housing & Property Codes; appoint a building inspector and have a list of properties for him to inspect, and then follow condemnation proceedings. The council said they would like to talk to property owners first to see if they would be willing to work with the City or comply with a request to clean up/tear down a vacant building before resorting to legal action. Weismantel moved to start proceedings to adopt 2012 codes, second by Fuehrer. All ayes, two absent. Motion carried. Kroontje met with an experienced building inspector at the meetings and T. Kary his since contacted him. He may be interested in helping the City, but couldn’t give cost estimates as he has never traveled this far before. 

Discussed possibly painting the pool this fall if there are still problems with cloudy water. Holly Schumacher received a quote of $6,500 from Assoc. Supply Co. in Bismarck, but that did not include labor. Advised Weisbeck to get labor costs and see by the next meeting if sand filter repairs took care of the cloudy water, or if it will need to be painted. Learned that another community agreed to let the City try their robotic vacuum cleaner to see how/if it worked here.

Learned that Laurance Rossow does not plan to hook up to City water & sewer at this time at his proposed new shop at the southwest end of Main St. He may want water in the future, but hooking up to the City sewer system could be difficult & a septic system may be required. 

Learned that the County will be discussing the possibility of cost sharing efforts with the City for some large City maps needed at the county offices, and very useful at City offices. Will know more by July meeting.

Learned that Clayton Randall was no longer interested in an appointment to retain his Ward III council seat. Harlan Klein and Patti Vander Vliet both expressed interest in the position, and the council voted, 3-1 to appoint Vander Vliet. Moved by Weismantel, second by Haak. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried. Mayor thanked them both for their interest in serving. Mayor noted that he spoke to Mark Vojta about possibly finding a replacement if he is unable to fulfill his duties as Ward I council member. Due to unforeseen circumstances, Vojta advised D. Kary that the council should appoint someone else. Anyone interested in serving on the council should let the mayor or a council member know. 

Reviewed a request from NCFE to extend a culvert east of main office building. Weisbeck noted an inlet will also be needed. NCFE will pay for all materials, but City will set to ensure proper drainage. Work will begin in July. Moved by Weismantel to approve, second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried.

Discussed the reports and obvious signs of skunks in town. Weisbeck noted that as long as people set out food for cats, it’s going to be a problem. It was also noted that some of the vacant properties may be housing skunks and other varmints. Council caution residents when feeding stray animals that they may be bringing in unwelcome guests to town.

Advised Weisbeck that they would like him to begin spraying for mosquitoes this week, and to spray more often. Council learned that Weisbeck let his mosquito spraying certification lapse, and he noted that he didn’t feel he was being compensated enough to keep up the certification. Council asked T. Kary if/how the City reimbursed him, and she explained that in the past, he would have been allowed to use the City vehicle for travel and paid for all his time involved, and the City would have paid any applicable fees. When he sprays after hours, he is paid overtime according to policy. Some discussion on additional compensation for spraying certification vs. what are normal maintenance duties. Council advised Weisbeck they want him to be certified, but they also want mosquito spraying to start now and wondered about hiring an outside source to do it. Weisbeck said he knows someone certified who may agree to drive with him when he sprays. He also explained that certification through the extension office in Mound City is no longer an option, and he will probably have to drive to Aberdeen to take the test. Council was ok with that.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reviewed the monthly Sewer Surcharge, as required every June per the City’s wastewater loan requirements. The rate was just increased by .85 to comply with the lender’s terms, so council agreed to leave surcharge at $12.85. Moved by Weismantel, second by Fuehrer. All ayes.

Learned that the City failed to comply with requirements the Corps of Engineers mandated after their 2012, 2013 & 2014 dike inspections, so our project is currently “inactive” and if the levee were to be damaged, the City would be ineligible for any federal funding to help with repairs. The Corps office in Omaha has contacted the Denver office and county emergency manager, Lawrence Goehring, and all agencies are now requiring the City to draft a plan of action, timetable and estimated costs. T. Kary has prepared some of the necessary paper work and is working with companies who may be interested in doing the camera work of the culverts. Weisbeck will get culvert size/length info to her so she can get estimates. Mayor advised he spoke to adjacent property owner, Dennis Mitzel, regarding fence they have on the dike, which needs to be removed or required to have gates. Mitzel advised D. Kary that he would allow the City to take out the fence and other fence posts, but he wants it on record that if he ever brings cattle back in the area, the City will put the fence back up, and will have to provide the gates as required by the Corps. Weismantel moved to comply with Mitzel’s request and the Corps of Engineers requirements, second by Fuehrer. 4 ayes, 1 nay. Motion carried. T. Kary advised that these items needed immediate attention, but there are other compliance issues with vegetation and other work needed on the dike that the City will have to address later. 

Learned that T. Kary will be working on the 2016 Budget, and she asked about any projects or large purchases the council may be considering. Streets repairs were noted, and council discussed at least trying to fill cracks this year to keep the moisture out. 

Agreed to offer free swimming July 4th, 1- 5 p.m., but the pool will be closed that evening.

Approved additional pool applications of Heidi Meidinger, lifeguard at $9.00 per hour for first 100 hours worked this summer, $10 for hours worked between 101-200 and $11 per hours worked over 200; and Madalyn Schumacher, office help, $8.00 per hour. Moved by Fuehrer, second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried. It was noted that Meidinger only became certified to help when/if needed, and she is not looking to take any hours from the other lifeguards. Council noted their appreciation for her willingness to help.  

Learned there is an elected officials’ workshop in Pierre July 8 and a budget workshop in Aberdeen July 22nd. Council approved attendance.

Approved a $2,000 donation to Parks & Rec. Moved by Haak, second by Vander Vliet. All ayes, motion carried.

Agreed to donate $200 to the Herreid Fire Dept. for fireworks display. Moved by Dupper, second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried.

Discussed nuisance lawns and advised Weisbeck to put a list together and T. Kary should get notices out this week.

Learned that there will be an unveiling of a statue of Gov. Charles Herreid in Pierre on Friday, June 12th. They are having difficulty locating family members/relatives to speak at the event, and have invited the mayor or other city/chamber reps to attend. D. Kary is unable to attend, but has asked Dick Werner to attend and say a few words. Everyone is welcome to attend the event.

Learned that a rep with GROW SD will host a meeting to discuss housing issues in Herreid at the Community Center on Thursday, June 11 at 5:00 p.m. The meeting is open to the public and everyone in encouraged to attend to share their ideas/concerns with the members of the HEDC, HRC and city council.

Next City Council meeting, Monday, July 6th.  

There being no further business, Dupper moved to adjourn at 9:29 p.m., second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried. 

___________________________________
David Kary, Mayor

ATTEST: _________________________________
     Tina Kary, Finance Officer











