OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
CITY OF HERREID, SOUTH DAKOTA
JULY 5, 2016

The Herreid City Council met in regular session Tuesday, July 5, 2016 at City Hall at 7:30 p.m.

Mayor David Kary called the meeting to order with the following members present: Adrienne Dupper, James Haak and Gary Weismantel. Absent: Troy Fuehrer (per Att. Mark Kroontje’s advice, three members now constitutes a quorum with four seated council members) Also present: Tina Kary, Finance Officer; Eugene Quaschnick & Julie Fuchs.

Approved agenda Moved by Dupper, second by Haak. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried.

Made a clarification of the building permit approved last month for K&B Construction’s shop on 6th Ave. NE. The original application was to move “Eugene Quaschnick’s shed” to the east side of K&B’s building, but it has now been reported that the permit should have actually stated “former” Quaschnick shed, which currently sits just east of Clinton Kost’s new storage units on Birch St., which is the building that will actually be set east of the K&B shop. Weismantel moved to approve the June 7th minutes with the clarification, second by Haak. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried. 

Learned that a resident wanted to express their sincere appreciation to the council for allowing the finance officer to make courtesy calls to alert customers who appear on her water leak detection report. They referred to previous minutes (March 2, 2015) when some council members questioned the finance officer for spending time making all those calls, and this resident just wanted to let the council know that because the finance officer alerted them on behalf of another resident out of town on an emergency, it likely saved a stressed family hundreds of dollars. They wanted to thank the City for their efforts, and stress the importance of that courtesy call for one family. 

Approved June bills. Moved by Haak, second by Dupper. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried.

Administered Oath of Office to Eugene Quaschnick, who was appointed to the Ward III vacancy. 

Learned that the grant application for mosquito control funds was approved for $1,864.00. Mayor previously advised Weisbeck to spray twice a week in June per council’s request, and asked how often they wanted him to spray in July. Council advised once a week for now, unless it rains or a noticeable increase in mosquitoes is detected.

Learned that Code Enforcement official Mike Olson was contacted by a property owner on 2nd Ave. NE that a public auction is set for Aug. 6th, which is after the Aug. 1st deadline for nuisance properties to become compliant. Olson said the auctioneer could be advised to sell the property with the condition that the new owner must still comply with the code official’s findings. Council approved a slight extension with that stipulation.

Heard from the mayor who met with Bob Babcock & David Wick of Helms & Assoc., along with Weisbeck and the finance officer to look at the streets and get a better understanding of what the City’s needs are. Kary reported that if the project is bid now, there is some concern about getting it completed while the weather is warm enough, but there’s also a possibility that the amount of chip seal work that is needed may fall under the $50,000 bid limit, then the City could just solicit quotes from contractors who have already expressed interest in the project. Kary also requested a separate price quote on the street by NCFE/Dakotaland Feeds, in the event the City would decide to pursue Community Access funds, and he also asked for an estimate, per block, for a complete street replacement for future reference. He will be attending meetings next week and hopes to learn more about the City’s budget/funding options for such a large project. The engineer also inquired about the housing development and 4-plex on the north end of town, and asked if streets were being considered for those areas. Council was ok with getting an estimate, but noted the City covering the entire cost was likely not an option, and those property owners may have to look at a special assessment. The finance officer stressed that this is not a decision that needs to be made anytime soon, but is just something to consider. It was also reported that Heartland Waste is now running a new route in an attempt to only go down the side streets once each week, and the council noted their appreciation for Billy’s hard work and dedication. Residents are reminded to have their garbage out by 8 a.m. on Friday, or it may be missed. The council fully supports all efforts to reduce the garbage truck on side streets.

Learned that the second NuStep bike is in at the Fitness Center, and will see if any equipment needs to be declared surplus and removed. The purchase was made possible by an anonymous $1,000 donation, and a $1,000 Community Foundation grant, which covered almost half the cost of the new piece of equipment. The City is very appreciative of the support. 

Held the 2nd reading of Supplemental Appropriations Ordinance #2016-03 to paint the pool. Moved by Dupper, second by Weismantel. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried. Dupper noted that the water is now very clear and it looks good, but a day after vacuuming, there is sand at the bottom of the pool. Will check with Weisbeck again on the sand filter that was repaired, but may have to look at a more permanent solution. 

Discussed grant funds available for parks & recreation. The mayor attended a NECOG meeting last week and learned more about the funds available, but noted the City has to act quickly if they want to be considered for funding. He noted previous applications for a pool bath house were denied and are still considered a “low priority.” Grant is a 50/50 match, with a minimum grant award of $10,000 and a maximum of $75,000. It was noted that the pool park could use some upgraded playground equipment, but unlikely to meet the minimum $20,000 in expenses, and probably not necessary to go with equipment similar to the school’s when it’s only a block away. Dupper, who is also on the Parks & Rec board, will talk to members for possible ideas.

Discussed the 2017 budget, and possible upgrades, equipment or other improvements that should be considered for next year.

Met with Sheila Van Kuren, representing the Town & Country Gals, regarding a sunscreen dispenser for the pool. The group hopes to increase sunscreen usage and encourage people to use safe skin practices. The club is requesting the City’s permission to install the dispenser in the pool area, the City’s help to install it, and to consider purchasing future sunscreen bags for the dispenser (Approx. cost: $150 for 4/100 ml bags) The club will purchase the dispenser and first batch of sunscreen, but it’s hard to know how much will be used, especially this first summer. Haak moved to approve, second by Weismantel. All ayes, motion carried. Dupper noted that while she personally has no issue with a sunscreen dispenser, people have to be mindful that various projects/ideas by groups or other community members often end up being the City’s sole responsibility/cost. 
 
Learned that possible concerns were noted about a sidewalk by the Community Center, but nothing confirmed. Will look into it further if the CAG makes a request.  

Were invited to the Herreid Fire Dept.’s annual picnic on Sunday, Aug. 7.

Learned that the DOT STIP meeting will be held in Pierre July 14th. Mayor reported seeing the preliminary plan at the NECOG meeting last week, and nothing’s in it near Herreid.

Advised T. Kary to call for LP prices to contract for 5,000 gallons. Moved by Dupper, second by Weismantel. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried. 

Heard a summary of the results from the 1st Impressions Tour, which consisted of economic development leaders from several counties touring various cities and compiling a report of their first impressions of the community. Many positives were noted about the variety of businesses and services available in Herreid, as well as offering a community center (but disliked the colors) a roller skating rink, daycare center, fitness center and especially a swimming pool. They were impressed that Herreid has a K-12 school, and thought the buildings, while older, appeared well maintained and the grounds were neat and tidy, especially the memorial area. They also thought the baseball and football fields, picnic shelter and basketball/tennis courts were great assets to the community. They thought the city-owned clinic and fire hall buildings were nice additions to Main St., as well as the new housing development area and 4-plex on the north side. Some of the negatives noted, entering Herreid form the south, they thought the City park needed some maintenance, and the unkempt homes and property along the highway were eye sores, as well as other vacant homes and properties throughout the town that were not being maintained. They thought the Post Office was a real disappointment in the business district, but the group was impressed with the City’s commitment to clean up the town by hiring a code enforcement official.  

Discussed a major overhaul and upgrade of the City’s website, which is maintained by the finance officer. She noted when the City switched hosting sites years ago, they opted to go with the least expensive plan, which limits the information and options available, and does not allow for any personalization of the site. T. Kary asked if the City was interested in an external review of the site and possible upgrades, but also noted that they have restructured their hosting fees, which have been $375 per year but will increase. Dupper moved to go ahead with the review, upgrades and personalization of the site, but not to exceed $700, second by Haak. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried. 

Noted some concern about residents on the north end of town who may not hear the whistle/siren in the event of an emergency, especially this year with the number of pipeline workers staying in campers. T. Kary contacted county emergency manager Lawrence Goehring about the possibility of a grant for an additional warning siren, but he has already submitted applications for the year. 
Goerhing noted that a system similar to the current one would be in the $18-$21,000 range (plus approx. $30/month for service from Valley Telco) Dupper noted a 12:00/6:00 whistle would probably not be needed in an additional siren, just a warning signal in the event of an emergency. Advised the finance officer to contact Goehring about info on a basic siren. T. Kary noted that after a June storm, she emailed Eric Munz, her contact person with Dakota Access Pipeline to see if they had some type of emergency plan in place for their workers staying in the area, and she advised him that some churches offered their basements if need be. Munz was very appreciative of the City’s concern for their workers, and was going to look into it further. The mayor will contact the school to see if they would also consider housing temporary residents in the event of severe weather. Haak and Dupper both noted many workers have expressed their satisfaction with the accommodations in the area, and have stated many times how kind and friendly the people of Herreid have been to them.

Discussed the possibility of additional ordinances regarding fireworks in town. Complaints were received those first couple of days that fireworks were going off at 1:00 a.m. and again at 3:30 a.m. Some council members noted that seemed excessive, especially during the work week. Quaschnick added that people also need to be reminded to clean up after discharging fireworks, noting the fire department still had quite a bit of debris around the morning after their display. Advised the finance officer to put fireworks ordinance on the January agenda so they can begin considering any new rules, and residents will have plenty of advanced warning.

Reviewed Building Permits: Tony Giron, 212 Tower St. SW, re-side house; Brody Van Vugt, Wenonah Ott, 310 3rd Ave NE, put up wood, privacy fence. Moved by Weismantel, second by Haak. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried.    

Next council meeting Aug. 1 @ 7:30 p.m.

Went into executive session at 8:36 p.m. to discuss personnel. Moved by Haak, second by Weismantel. All ayes, one absent. Motion carried. At 9:05 p.m., mayor declared them out of executive session. 

Following the session, council hired Kaytlin Pelton to help with swimming lessons due to the large number of participants. Pelton is WSI certified and pay was set at $9/hour. Moved by Quaschnick, second by Dupper. All ayes, motion carried. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Agreed to have an air quality assessment at City Hall. Moved by Haak, second by Weismantel. All ayes, motion carried.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:09 p.m.

__________________________________ 
David Kary, Mayor
ATTEST: _________________________________
   Tina Kary, Finance Officer

