OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
CITY OF HERREID SOUTH DAKOTA
MARCH 7, 2016

The Herreid City Council met in regular session March 7, 2016 at City Hall at 6:30 p.m.

Mayor David Kary called the meeting to order with the following members present: Adrienne Dupper, Troy Fuehrer, James Haak, Patti Vander Vliet and Gary Weismantel. Also present: Tina Kary, finance officer; Dale Weisbeck, maintenance; Orland Geigle, Prairie Pioneer; Irene Badger and Helen Thullner. 

Approved the agenda. Moved by Fuehrer, second by Dupper. All ayes, motion carried. 

Approved the Feb. minutes. Moved by Weismantel, second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried.

Weisbeck had nothing to report. Council members noted complaints received about drainage/mud mess on Elm St. in front of the daycare, and the alley/area behind the clinic. Weisbeck noted he worked on the area on Elm St. last year, and it didn’t really help. A question was raised if the HEDC, who owns the daycare, could do something about the situation, but T. Kary, HEDC sec./treas. noted they are a group of volunteers with no equipment or resources to work on the street. Regarding the alley, Weisbeck said the area was packed well after it was dug up, but its wet this time of the year but will dry up. Council members noted concerns about ambulance access at the back of the clinic. Members will look it over. 

Approved the Feb. bills. Moved by Dupper, second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried. 

Heard from the mayor, Dupper and Haak, who spoke previously with Fitness Center attendant Darlene Bates regarding equipment. While there is some equipment not used by many, Bates said she didn’t want equipment removed if new equipment wasn’t brought in to replace it. The mayor said a new treadmill was suggested, similar to the last one purchased. The City received a $1,000 donation, with a stipulation that it can only be used for a NuStep bike, which cost over $4,000 a couple of years ago. Equipment requests from Key to Fitness members continue to be for more advanced cardio/fitness equipment like tread-climbers, etc. Advised T. Kary to check on prices for a NuStep, and some council members will look into the possibility of used equipment. 

Held a public hearing, as advertised, for a Special Event liquor license by the Sons of the American Legion for the Herreid Community Center, April 5th. Moved by Dupper to approve, second by Weismantel. All ayes, motion carried.

Met with City Attorney Mark Kroontje, regarding the City’s options for a liquor license at the Community Center. Kroontje advised that the City will need to adopt a local process to follow, but he hasn’t had time to research that. He suggested the finance officer do some research, and he will also look into the matter further. The mayor advised Kroontje that it is urgent he get answers on the process quickly, as renters can’t be left hanging, and may secure other venues if the matter isn’t resolved. The council will be meeting as a Board of Equalization, Monday, March 21st @ 6:30 p.m., and the mayor said a council meeting will follow to discuss further, so answers are needed by then.

Discussed the waterline extension to the south. T. Kary said the landowner is a potential, direct customer of WEB Water, so the City needs a formal “denial of service” from WEB before the City can even consider providing water. She advised Steve Lehrkamp on how to proceed and gave him WEB’s contact info a few weeks ago, but has not heard back from anyone. She has also been in contact with DENR regarding the water line, and she was advised that if a service line is just going to be extended, the City could do the specs/work, but if it involves a main or adding a hydrant (which this project calls for) an engineer has to be hired and plans submitted to the State. After learning all of this, the mayor advised Weisbeck and Kary not to advertise for specs as council instructed at the Feb. meeting. Will wait for WEB’s ruling before making any further decisions.  

Learned that the company that quoted a price for a commercial dehumidifier for City Hall later increased the price and added some delivery and set up fees. T. Kary advised that was not the total the council initially approved, so no purchase would be made. She then got a quote from Blackburn Basement, also $1,700, but all inclusive. T. Kary wanted to know if the council wanted to still proceed, but with the new company. Council agreed. 

Were reminded of the Equalization mtg. on March 21 @ 6:30 p.m. Residents have until March 17th to file an appeal with the Finance Officer. 

Were reminded of the Dist. 7 mtg. in Herreid on April 5th. Those interested in attending must let the finance officer know by Wednesday so registration can be sent in. 

Advised T. Kary to advertise for pool applications, to be reviewed at the April 4th meeting. Council noted that all applicants must be at least 15 years of age to work at the pool. The City will continue to reimburse lifeguard and WSI certification costs.

Learned that Code Enforcement Official Mike Olson’s fees increased $5 to $50 per hour and mileage increased .05 to .50, with lodging/meal reimbursement to remain at actual costs. Council members felt it was important to continue with the process started, so agreed to continue to use his services. Moved by Fuehrer, second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried.

Approved the 2015 Annual Report as prepared by T. Kary. Moved by Weismantel, second by Fuehrer. All ayes, motion carried.

Met with Irene Badger, who advised that the Town & Country Gals would like to take down the current Kans for Kids enclosure by the Community Center parking lot and provided photos of the type of enclosed trailer the club will be purchasing. She said members would then be able to haul cans away when it’s full, rather than waiting for someone else to empty the site, which is often overflowing. Badger said they will also be making signs for the trailer and will keep the area nice and clean. Council agreed to let the trailer set on City property, but asked if it could possibly be set back a little further off Main St. 

Discussed the water and sewer rates. T. Kary reported that currently the City’s water rate is below the State’s minimum requirement to even be considered for possible grants, but increasing it to the State rate is no guarantee of grant approval either. She noted NECOG and other lending agencies encourage municipalities to review utility rates annually, and consider small increases every year, rather than a significant increase when an emergency or special project comes along. 

A bigger concern for the City right now is the current sewer surcharge. T. Kary reported that the City is out of compliance with the requirements of one loan, and an increase is imminent. She noted quite a few accounts were turned off last year, and some seasonal or temporary hookups were off for longer periods of time or not turned back on at all. When accounts are turned off, no fees are collected, which contributes to the shortfall. Council advised T. Kary to get an ordinance ready for a first reading at the meeting March 21, with a $1.15 per month increase to the surcharge, and a $5 increase to the reconnect and disconnect fees, with the extra $5 going toward the surcharge. 
 
Approved T. Kary attending a NEFOG meeting in Aberdeen in April (date TBD) Moved by Weismantel, second by Haak. All ayes, motion carried. 

Learned that another City may be interested in purchasing the City’s coin operated water meter, which the City has never hooked up or used. State statute allows government entities to sell property amongst themselves without going through the surplus/bidding process. Haven’t heard back to see if they are still interested, but advised Weisbeck of the price they would expect. 

Approved the following Building Permit: Herreid Sporting Center, 101 Main St. NE, put in
over-head door, north side of building. Moved by Weismantel, second by Fuehrer. All ayes, 
motion carried. 

Agreed to go back to the regular time of 7:30 p.m. starting with the April 4th council meeting. 


Went into executive session to discuss personnel at 7:39 p.m. Moved by Weismantel, second by Dupper. All ayes, motion carried. 

Mayor declared meeting out of executive session at 7:55 p.m. No action taken.
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m.	             	                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                    
		                                                                   ________________________________                                                                                
		                                                                   David Kary, Mayor

ATTEST: ____________________________
               Tina Kary, Finance Officer

